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A Picture Story

Cyprus: Operation Snow Goose

by

Mavor E.C, Luxton, CD*

*Major Luxton s News Director of
the Canadion Army’s  Directorale of
Publie  Relations at Army Head-
quarters, Obtwwen, He was on the rJirs!
ROAT atreraft carrying personnol on
their. peacekeoping migsion Lo, Cyprus,
and wrote this bricf narpative and ge-
laoted. the accompanying photographs
on his velurn to (S’zmwa. — Tditor.

Three exercises in Canada — Qui
Vive I, II and I1I — suddenly be-
came stark rveality last Muarch when
Operation Snow  Goose swung  into
action. The 1¢¢ Bataillon, Royal 22e
Régiment, with w réconnaissanee squad-
ron of the Royal Canadian Dragoons,
was dispatehed to strife-torn  Cyprus
after the Canadian Government re-
acted quickly to o Uniled Nations'
plen for contribuiions to o UN fo ce

designed to stop o rapidly deteriorat-
ing situntion on this tiny island in
the eastern Mediterranean Sea,

Stand-by  battalion group exercises
held previously paid off as Royal Can-
adinn Air Force Yukons and Hercules
wireraft. flew the major part of the
185 Bataillon, Royal 22¢ Régiment, (o-
gether with a troop from the Royal
Canadian Dragoons'  reconnaissance
syuadron and suppocting administentive
elements from Quebee City's Ancienne
Lorette airport to Nicosin — o dis-
tance of 4800 nautical miles,

Later, the Royal Canadian Navy's
HMCS Bonaventure, accompanied by
her destroyer escort, HMCS Resti-
gonehe, arvived af the Cyprus porl of

(Continued on page &)

A Message from the Chief of the General Staff
(Continued from precoding page)

cept of this 10-year plan appenrs rev-
olufienary, ils implementation will of
necessity be evolutionary. 1 believe
that it will provide incentive and a
challenge to the younger soldier. 1
know that the Army will, as usual,
react as it always has with wvigour
and dispateh, and will make the new
organization as effective as possible as
s00n as possible,

I am putting these thoughls on
paper so that all ranks will under-

4

stand the purpose of this 10-yedr plan
and will be in 4 position Lo answer
auy queries that may be received from
oulsiders.

I hope in the near future to be uble
to visib our larger garrisons to explain
personally the plans which are being
made within the Army to play our
role in the future organization snd to
explain the deeisions which are being
made as the overall plan develops,

Colonel BAC. Amy, DSO, OBE, MO, D, ¢

Frmagustn with  vehicles and slores
far the Canadian UN vontingent,

Immediately on aerival in Cyprus,
the Canadian Army set up a tented
camp just outside Nicosin, und in o
few duys went “operntional” as the
first  United Nations troops on the
ground, First loeations for the Cang-
dian  soldiers were on the so-called
“Green Line" separating Greek and
Turkish Cypriot forces in the Nicosin
suburly apea of Trakhonas, and in the
hills near the Iyrenian Pass south of
the city of Kyrenia,

OPBRATION SNOW (iOOSE

b ] 150 ommander of the Canadian cari-
tingent of the United Nations foree in Cyprus, visits President Mukurios -|Ll the:
presidential pnlace, ‘

These pages present o brief picture
story of the early stuges of Operation
Snow Goose,

All' pliotographis showing aperi-
tions on Cyprus were tuken by
Corporal Robert Whitlock of the
Canadian Army Public Relations
detachment, an carly arrival with
the vontingent, Corporal itz
Posendorf, another member of
the PR team, has tuken movies
of Canadians on duty on the
“Green Line”, many “of which

L have since heen shown in Canada.
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ixcelleney General the Rt, Hon. Georges P. Vanier, DSO, MC, CD,
Governor (e 1 of Canada, inspeets ler Bataillon, Royal 22 Régiment, i
Ghmp Valeartier, Que,, prior fo their departure for Cyprus. His Excellency is
Colonel of the Regiment. Below: Lieuf-General Geoffrey Walsh, CBE, DSO,
CD, Chief of the Genernl Staff, visited the departing troops at Valeartier and
isoseen here having anoinformal talk with members of the Royal Caondian
Dragoons.

dbove: Hi

soldiers and sailors unload vehielos and stores from HMOS Boneventure onto a

lighter on arsival from Cannda at the Part of Famngusta, Cypriis,













